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This document provides a structured format for identifying and documenting the Null,
Hidden, and Latent curricula present in secondary-level textbooks. The framework is
designed for a systematic, in-depth analysis of educational materials.

Part I: Textbook Identification and Context

Textbook Title:
Subject:

Grade Level(s):
Publisher:
Publication Year:
Analyst Name(s):
Date of Analysis:

Part I1: Null Curriculum Analysis

The Null Curriculum refers to the topics or perspectives that are intentionally or
unintentionally omitted from the textbook. The absence of these topics can send powerful
messages to students about what is considered unimportant or irrelevant.

Guiding Questions:

1. Missing Subject Areas: Are there entire subjects or sub-disciplines that you would
expect to see covered but are completely absent? (e.g., in a history book, a major
world civilization is not mentioned).

Unaddressed Perspectives: Are there specific viewpoints or historical narratives that
are missing from the content? (e.g., in a history book, the perspective of marginalized
groups is omitted).
Excluded Concepts or Skills: Are there key concepts or practical skills that are
relevant to the subject but not taught? (e.g., a science textbook that doesn't mention
climate change or sustainability).

. Absence of Diversity: Is there a lack of representation of diverse cultures, genders, or
socio-economic backgrounds in the text, examples, or images?
Historical Omissions: Are there major historical events or scientific breakthroughs
that are not included, despite their significance?

Analysis Findings:

o Document specific examples of topics, skills, or perspectives that are absent from the
textbook. Be as specific as possible.

Page | 1




Part I11: Hidden Curriculum Analysis

The Hidden Curriculum consists of the unstated norms, values, and beliefs that are taught in
school, often implicitly. It is communicated through the textbook's structure, language, and
the way content is presented.

Guiding Questions:

1. Values and Beliefs: What values are implicitly promoted by the textbook? (e.g., is it
individual achievement, cooperation, competition, obedience to authority?). Look for
cues in the text and activities.

Stereotypes: Are there any gender, cultural, or social stereotypes in the illustrations,
examples, or language? (e.g., only men are shown in leadership roles).

Language and Tone: How does the language of the textbook address the student? Is
it formal, informal, authoritative, or condescending? What does this tone teach the
student about their role in the educational process?

Structure and Format: What does the textbook's structure teach? (e.g., a highly
compartmentalized, repetitive structure might teach students that learning is about
memorizing facts rather than understanding concepts).

Idealized Narratives: Are there narratives that present an idealized or sanitized view
of society or history? What does this teach students about complexity and conflict?

Analysis Findings:

o Document specific instances of implicit values, biases, or norms found in the
textbook's content, language, and presentation style.

Part IV: Latent Curriculum Analysis

The Latent Curriculum refers to the unplanned or unintentional lessons that emerge from the
social, psychological, and institutional context of the learning environment. While not
directly from the textbook, the textbook can be a catalyst for these lessons.

Guiding Questions:

1. Student-Teacher Interaction: Does the textbook's design encourage passive learning
(lectures, memorization) or active, inquiry-based learning? What lessons does this
promote about the student-teacher relationship?

Student-Student Interaction: Do the textbook's activities promote collaboration, or
do they encourage independent, individual work? What does this teach students about
social interaction and cooperation?

Perception of Knowledge: How does the textbook present knowledge? Is it a set of
absolute facts, or is it a dynamic, evolving body of information? What does this teach
students about the nature of knowledge itself?

Emotional Impact: What emotional responses might the textbook provoke in
students (e.g., feelings of inadequacy, excitement, boredom)?




Analysis Findings:

o Document how the textbook's content and design might contribute to or shape these
unplanned lessons in the classroom.

Part V: Summary of Findings

Overall Curriculum Gaps:
o Summarize the most significant findings from the Null Curriculum analysis.
Overall Implicit Lessons:

o Summarize the key implicit values and biases identified in the Hidden Curriculum
analysis.

Overall Unintended Consequences:

o Summarize the potential Latent Curriculum outcomes based on the textbook's design
and content.




